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The “Fictional” Counter-Hegemony
— A Critique on Sin Chew Daily’s “Ethical-
Cultural” Marketing Strategy (1988-2010)

Teck-peng Chang *
ABSTRACT

In this article, we examine how the 83-year-old Sin Chew Daily, a
leading Malaysian Chinese newspaper that had its publication permit
suspended in 1987, has created an “ethical-cultural” marketing strategy from
its adverse experience, and has successfully turned into the largest Chinese
media conglomerate in Malaysia. Under this marketing strategy, the
discourses of “Integrity Above All” and “Cultural China” were deployed
from 1988 through 2010. We find that by using the ethical-cultural marketing
strategy, Sin Chew Daily has ingeniously sought to demonstrate that its
survival is closely connected with the survival of the Chinese community and
represents a type of antagonistic relationship between Malays (i.e., the ruling
elite) and Chinese (i.e., commoners). Using this type of ethic relationship, Sin
Chew Daily seems to function with the possibility of challenging the
hegemony of the ruling parties; however, the “Integrity Above AIl” and

“Cultural China” discourses have been fraught with conflict and tensions

“ Teck-peng Chang is doctoral candidate, Ph.D. Program of Communication Studies,
Shih Hsin University, Taipei, Taiwan, and lecturer of Department of Communication,
HELP University, Malaysia. e-mail: teckpeng.chang@gmail.com.
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within the context of the multiethnic society of Malaysia. The discourses
serve to maintain the hegemony of the ethnic-based ruling coalition, rather
than act as counter-hegemony.

Keywords: Cultural China, “ethical-cultural” marketing strategy, hegemony,
Integrity Above All, Sin Chew Daily
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