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The Hypocritical Counter-Hegemony
-- A Preliminary Critique on Sin Chew Daily’s ‘“‘Ethical-Cultural”
Marketing Strategy (1988-2010)

CHANG Teck Peng

Abstract

Based on Antonio Gramsci’s Hegemony theory, this article argues that the media, as the
public sphere, does not only function as an apparatus to construct hegemony for the ruling
class, but also as a realm of counter-hegemony. This article analyses as to how Sin Chew
Daily, a leading Malaysian Chinese newspaper which had its publication permit suspended in
1987, has created a so-called “ethnical-cultural” marketing strategy out of its painful
experience, and successfully turned itself into the best-selling Chinese daily in Malaysia.
Under this marketing strategy, the discourses of “Integrity Above All” and “Cultural China”
were manipulated from 1988 through 2010.  This article analyzes critically the
“fictitiousness” and “coincidentality” of these two discourses, while arguing that both have
been “constructed” as a fact attributed to historical factors. This article argues also that the
two discourses are fraught with conflict and tensions. Be so as it may, a marketing strategy as
such has successfully produced a Chinese media giant that not only monopolizes the industry,
but also serves to maintain the hegemony of the ethnic-based ruling coalition in Malaysia.

Keywords: Cultural China, Hegemony, Integrity Above All, Sin Chew Daily.
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